How history shaped the modern day midwife.
The midwifery profession can be traced back over thousands of years. Globally, midwives have expressed noticeable changes to their role over the years, and the impact on childbearing women (Larsson et al 2009; Mavalankar and Vora 2008; Dickerson et al 2014). During this time the midwifery profession has battled continuously against external pressures and this, in turn, has shaped the role of the midwife and the midwifery profession as a whole. This article will provide an insight into the history of midwifery; the challenges both midwives and the midwifery profession have faced; how these challenges have changed; and how this has assisted the development of the 'modern day midwife'. Of course this could not be discussed without acknowledging the continuing impact on childbearing women in the United Kingdom and globally.